


"All of Hhe different
problems that have come up
in my research all come back
Yo education. If we were
able Yo feach kids better,
‘+hen Hheve would be move
opportunities for them as
aduMs. Move jobs and. less
inequality in their futures.”

Nicole Mader

Interview setup at the Center for New York City Affairs
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Senior Research Fellow
Center for New York City Affairs
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INTROOVCTION

over a quarter of a million students are envolled in the 400+

New York Gy (NYC) public high schools. Who decides what school ¢
student can attrend? what factors influence this decision? tow does
segregation in NYG public high schools happen in such a diverse city?

QUP collaborated with Teaching Artist Nupur Mathur and students from
+he Red ook Community Justice Genter o peel back the layers on school
segregation. Students got out of the classroom and into +he politics of
education ‘o speak with people invested in the future of NYC’s public high
schools, from students and. parents +o educators and policy makers.

This booklet is a guide o school choice, the impact decisions make on a
student’s future, plus the superheroes and villzing of school segregation.

"The definition of poverty is a lack of
options. The definition of education
means opehing the door for options.
If you get an education, you’ve got

op—\-ions. "

Dr. Douglas Ready
A ssociate Professor of Education and Public Policy
Columbia University
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School Zones limit Wwho can envoll in NYG public elementany
and middle schoolg bagsed on Yyouy home addyess.

(:—Va) Find your school zone at http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolSearch/
-

nwith gohed schools, the area
where a student lives determines
where they can go +o school.

If you have a ot of residential
segregation, residential
segregation then becomes school
segregation. We’ve done some
vesearch showing that some of the
neighboyhoods are move diverse
han they ave in the schoo), so
20ning isn’t the only problem.
Students are opting out of their
public zoned schoolg and choosing
other options like charter of
private schools.”

Nicole Mader
Senior Research Felow
Center for New York City Affairs
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"A ot of inequality outtomes

for l(IAs ave Hhere before high
schoo\feven starts .. . The

elementany SChoo\siha‘\_' \ou

atrend make a huge impact on
Hhe high schools that students
can attend. Segregation ’
starts at a young age.”

Dr. Douglas Ready
A ssociate Professor of Education and Public Policy
Columbia University
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‘Public high schools are not z2oned and are open to any
NYG student no matter where you live. Students fill out
application and selecttheir fop 12 schools out of over 4oo
thatthey wantto atrtend. There is a sepavate application
for Specialized High Schools that includes an additiona
entrance test or audition.

Ci? View school ratings at https://insideschools.org/
3

Follow a step-by-step guide on how to apply at

b

gven though it is the same application, each
high school has a different admissions method
Yo evaluate and select students.

Find info on P ublic High School admissions at
Ei:? http://schoolfinder.nyc.gov/

http://w elcometocup.org/OldSchoolNewSchool/
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From applications to school location, there are various —‘
factors Hhat influence the school selection process. 1

Aneth Naranjo

Director of Youth Engagement
IntegrateNYC4me
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Lisa Donlan
Community Education Council District 1President
Teachers Unite Board Member

“W's not just about whatthe kids look
like, s about the performance of the
Yeachers ,the principal and the school

as a whole that impact school choice.
Some students might be willing o +vavel
farther out of Hheir neighborhood
because they're WworYied about the
quality of education they will receive
from their loca school that may have less
Yesouyces oy lower yatings.”

“We are separated by
policies that put some people
in & position of privilege
Wwhile oppressing other
people. The most sought
after high schools in the city
have tests o get into them,
which act as a bayyier Yo
both entrance and. 4o equity.
They maintain segregation.”

Nicole Mader
Senior Research Fellow
Center for New York City Affairs
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~ WHAT MAKES ~
~ EACH SCHOOL IN 7

: NYC OIFFERENT? \‘

Anya Kamenetz
Author and L ead Digital Eduction Reporter
National Public Radio (NPR)
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Carlos Menchaca
s New York City Council Member
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HOW DID WE GET THIS WAY? .
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The United States Supreme Court declared in the case of
Brown vs. Hhe Board of €ducation of Topeka, vansas that
segregation in schools was unlawful and that “separate
educational facilities are inherently unequal.” fow have
NYG public schools changed since this yuling in 195472

\ Anya Kamenetz
Author and Lead Digital Eduction Reporter
National Public Radio (NPR) Michael W iliams

Student




Shemar Miler
Student

“Different vaces, ethnicities, socioeconomic statuses,
new english language leamers, and students with
disabilities should be sevved in all schools, not just
some select schools. We are still segregating schools,
whether it's by goning or by choice or by screening.
What Wwe’ve created. in New York Gty are schools
with limited resources Hhat are serving mosty high
need students, yatherHhan all schools serving these
students. This is the inequity that is unacceptable. This
is oo of our history, of our institutional yacism, white
supremacy, and privilege that the system propagates
irself. K huvts evenybody.”

Lisa Donlan
Community Education Council District 1President
Teachers Unite Board Member




....continupey
W g llet Lt e

Kristopher Whitehurst
Student

Clara Hemphil Nicole Mader
Founder and Editor Senior Research Fellow
InsideSchools Center for New York City Affairs
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Julia Perez
Director of Local Outreach
IntegrateNYC4me
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INCLUSIVE PARENT-TEACHER

ASSOCUATIONS %

Christy Liu
Student



EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF

stouc %m |y ‘

Clara Hemphill
Founder and Editor
InsideSchools

INCREASED ACCESSIBILITY @
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«) prefer equity of access instead i
of diversity. Even if something is

diverse, it may not be Hhat evenyone

has equa) access to the same kindsof 1
vesources, facilities, and.feachers with
expevience. tow do we make schools
better and fzir? | would like Yo find
schools Hhat look like the city's Hhey

e ave in, Hhat serve the Wwhole spectium

Community Education Council District 1 President ) e ”
Teachers Unite Board Member 0‘(’ kids and fam'“es Hhat +he\.| S




Dr. Douglas Ready
A ssociate Professor of Education and Public Policy
Columbia University

Nicole Mader
Senior Research Fellow
Center for New York City Affairs
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HoW CAN YOU CREATE CHANGE?
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JOIN A COMMUNITY @
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EDUCATION COUNCIL!
—_—

munity Education Council at
n-councis.ntml
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A pply to be on your local Com
[:? http://nycparentleaders.org/community—educat'\o

ATTEND YOUR LOCAL @

COMMUNITY BOARD!
/
e want
evem?ne 4o falk 5PEAK \hnTH
R ST  POLICYMAKERS!
penee —————,

Hheir decisions.”
Contact your local council member at
f? https://council.nyc.gov/

Nicole Mader 5UBan AN lDEA AND

Senior Research Felow
Center for New York City Affairs VOTE 'N PART|C|PATORY &w&
BUDGETING!



«) will do my best+o vepresent your voices,

but Hhere is hothing bettrer than you being
atrthe Yable. Your experiences in Hhe school
system need. Yo be park of ¥he conversation

in gouemment. Be part of your community
education councils. Be part of your education
committees. Be partof the community boards.”
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“If you are committed to
ending segregation, which |
believe you all are, Hhen you
need +o show up. H's not
going o happen by not doing
angthing. You need.to show
up, be heard, do \youy research
becauvse \ou are smart, and
share your experiences becauvse
they matter. H's not just
about data, i's about your
expeyience. You cah make an

impac\- and create change.”

“As a young person, | wanted o have a voice and
ovganize my people because my people need +o get
involued. So | think the most cool Hhing +o do in +his city
isto be a council member. We are at+he ground. we

m are at the forefront of what is happening in the city.
My job is +o advocate for my distyict, forthe people of
New York City, and +o make things better.”

e boying 2 million dollays o
every distyict in the city, and you
as & community get a chance to
m decide how to spend that money
on a capital project like impYoving
schools. As \oung as &th graders
can vote in Pavticipatony

. Carlos Menchaca
= ’ Te—
Budge\1“g, $o even l‘(’ \jouv’ve not New York City Council Member

18, you can sh\l vote.” District 38



ADVOCATE FOR CHANGE X Y
AT YOUR SCHOOL! i ¥

Julisa Perez
Director of Local Outreaci
IntegrateNYC4me

“Meet with your principal on the
changes you wantto see in your
school. Advocate for a staff body that
vepresents the student population.
Ask for cuttural sensitivity Hrzining for
teachers. Ask for cuttural clubs in your
school. Ask for integration. ”

Create an IntegrateNYC4Me chapter in your school at
Eiq—_- http://www.integratenyc4me.com/build/
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The center For Urban Pedagoqy (CUP) is a nonprofit organization that uses the pow er of design and art
to increase meaningful civic engagement, particularly among historically underrepresented communities.

This project is one of CUP’s Urban Investigations - project-based after-school programs in which high school
students explore fundamental questions about how the city works. Students collaborate with CUP and Teaching
Artists to create multimedia teaching tools that reach audiences in the fields of arts and social justice.

To learn more about CUP, visit w elcometoCUP.org.

The Red Hook Community Justice Center (RHCJC) is the nation’s first multi-jurisdictional community court and
is part of The Center for Court Innovation that seeks to help create a more effective and humane justice system by
designing and implementing operating programs, performing original research, and providing reformers around the world
w ith the tools they need to launch new strategies.

To learn more about the RHCJC, visit courtinnovation.org.
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Teaching Artist: Nupur Mathur Deputy Director: \ iviana Gordon

Project Lead: Jenn Anne W iliams Associate Director of Youth and Community Programs: Sabrina Carter
Project Support: Frampton Tolbert Training and Education A ssociate: Joshua Pacheco

Students: Miranda Almonte, Maritza Romero Baez, Malik Boston, Kenneth Frazier, Keandre Hayne, Terence Hoskey,
Kaiya Jordan, Quincy Kingston, Christy Liu, Shemar Miler, Elisa Salgado,
Kristopher Whitehurst, Michael W iliams.

Thanks to our interview ees: L isa Donlan, Clara Hemphil, Anya Kamenetz, Nicole Mader, Carlos Menchaca, Aneth Naranjo,
Julisa Perez, Douglas Ready

Special thanks to: Francisco Dominguez, Julia Espero, Jeneuse Geula, Mia Lee, Angelina Lopez, Jen Robinson

Major support for this project was provided by the Brooklyn Community Foundation. Additional support
was provided by Cycle Architecture + Planning, T imothy & Elizabeth How el, L auren Kogod & David
Smiley, Jeremy Robinson-Leon, Carol & Mark W ilis, and more than tw o dozen CUP supporters.
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